August 18, 2020

President Donald Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

We are grateful for your continued leadership to provide stability and relief to the
transportation industry and the broader U.S. economy as the country faces unprecedented
impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic. As you and your staff continue to negotiate the next
COVID-19 relief legislation, we, the undersigned organizations, urge you to: provide an
immediate infusion of $37 billion in federal funding for state departments of transportation
(DOTs) and oppose any proposal to temporarily suspend or permanently repeal a dedicated
federal user fee that generates revenue to support surface transportation improvements..

With millions of Americans following “stay-at-home” orders, many state DOTSs are facing severe
losses in dedicated user fee revenues on which state transportation programs heavily rely. As a
result, the ability of state DOTSs to carry out their core functions, including capital construction
programs, is threatened. Since the beginning of the pandemic, many state DOTs have imposed
furloughs and delayed or cancelled $10 billion in critical transportation projects. The American
Association of State Highway and Transpor



exacerbate the impending insolvency of the HTF and make finding the federal resources to
support the Senate and House surface transportation reauthorization proposals even more
difficult. Whether it is in the short or long term, upgrading highway, bridge, and public
transportation systems requires resources, and less revenue means fewer improvements.

In conclusion, we urge you to reject any effort to suspend or repeal these user fees and provide
immediate funding to state DOTSs.

Sincerely,
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
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